THE  SMUGGLERS

are now most profitable and easy to smuggle are
the  very valuable  and  portable  commodities
saccharine and cocaine.   Saccharine in bulk is
no use to the private consumer; cocaine happens
to be a thing which all except a small minority
of the population regard as a terrible poison,
dealers in which should be ruthlessly punished.
Communications and the strength of Government
have been enormously improved.   Let us assume
that the improvement about balances the relative
ease of concealing cocaine as against brandy,
value for value.   Some notion of what things
were like in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries may be formed if we suppose the whole
present population  to be  eagerly desirous  of
obtaining cocaine, and consequently well disposed
towards persons who would obtain it for them at
a possible price.   How could any Government
stop it from coming in in large quantities ?   A
few pocketfuls would keep a man in affluence for
a year.   If thousands of people, instead of a few
stupid  German  sailors  and  a  few  Chinamen,
already marked down because of their colour,
were using all their ingenuity and all their know-
ledge and influence to land it, no power on earth
could intercept more than a small percentage of
the illicit goods.   Happily the demand for cocaine
is small and the number of possible accomplices
in the cocaine traffic is small;   otherwise we
should not congratulate ourselves as we do on
the great decrease in smuggling.

The first smugglers in England smuggled goods
out and not in.    Our medieval kings, anxious